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FOREWORD.

o

In presenting this rendering of the popular oriental
tale of ‘Ali Baba and the Forty Thieves,’ into the Sanskrit
language, to the student-world, and to the reading public,
Mr. Modak has given evidence of his mastery over the
classical language of India and has vindicated the claim
of Sanskrit as an instrument of expressing in an incisive
manner the most modern as well as the most ancient ideas.
In true oriental style, he has supplied the usual framework
of the story---the fiction of a master inculcating a moral
lesson upon his disciples by means of a story. Another ex-
cellent feature—entirely an innovation of the author—is the
introduction in proper places of epigrams and pithy sayings
in verse-form which give to the translation the appearance
of an original work modelled on the pattern of the Hitopadeia
or the Pancatantra. The Sanskrit language is unequalled in
its power of concise metrical argument, and in its precision
and adequacy as an instrument of expression. A lover of
Sanskrit, therefore, will be delighted to read these pages
which will not fail to give him the impression that he is not
reading a translation at all, but an original tale in Sanskrit.
If the translator creates this impression, he has truly succeed-
ed ; otherwise he will deserve Shelley’'s strictures on the
headlong rashness of translation—" It were as wise to cast
a violet into a crucible that you might discover the formal
principle of its colour and odour, as seek to transfuse from
one language into another the creations of a poet. The plant
must spring again from its seed or it will bear no flower.”
This excellent remark lays down the very end and purpose
of a translation.
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In the hands of Mr. Mcdak, the language becomes a won-
derfully facile and fluid instrument of expressing the thought
in the simplest and most natural way. The language is simple,
flowing and chaste ; and I make no doubt that the book will
serve as an excellent Sanskrit text not only in the class but
outside it. Even a student who has learnt just the barc
elements of the language will be able to follow the story
unaided—for if in places he will not understand the mean-
ing of a word or an expression,—yet the story-interest
will ensure that he journeys to the end. Further to help
the reader, the author has adopted—and I believe rightly
and with good authority—a new and natural punctuation,
stopping where one is expected to stop in the reading, and
not combining the vowels and consonants according to the
rules of Sandhi.

The book is on the whole, excellent reading, and it is
to be hoped that the author will produce many others of
its like.

N. G. Suru.
15th December 1933. Professor of Sanskrit,
Nowrosji Wadia College, Poona.
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Chapter I. Paragraph 1. 7@ @ #ma—a rich
man can surmount any difficulty. 2. zzFat 5.—to be
seen. 3. ufa: gEgfa: wed—these must be bandits.
5. ot g—to be lit up. 12, ¥ @ ggr—caused no
fear. 1. 4. 39=3%4w w7 end—there would be no
need of cutting trees. @dwd: @M —the desires
shall be realised. 7. 4@ awar aa £ i—what is the
good of knowing the amount of money ? @ atd: @-
Ad—my purpose will be served. @ F@dadiet Fia—
you were made to wait. [Il. #fzgnad =g @ger sod—
furnished with the two ends, the bow bent for hitting
the mark; the other implied sensc being—posscssed of
two crores of Rupecs, the bow bent to aim at (secur-
ing ) a lac (more) 1. wgdimten waen a ggen—I thank
you for your lending me the mecasure. 8. SR
aifed—there is no undoing what has been done. V.
3. A srarerm—would have long stopped there. 5. @7
sy | ITga:—the spell did not occur to him. 8. &g-
R wIERy Fe—taking it for the right place. 11. g
gorm—should be cut in two. V. 3. w03 TW,.......
dAd—the moment they were heard, the words of her
brother-in-law dispelled her doubts and comforted
her. VL. 4. 71 g sm@—wished him Good-morning.
T8 dam 4 sEEd—contentment never left him.
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10, s gadi—gave delight. a1 swd m=ar sre ( o1- )
=W o 9. T he stanza means—Do not become
a non-entity among the people, but gain celebrity by
your deeds. Remain not at the lowest, neither low,
nor even in the middle; but remain top-most widely
known. VII. 2. s sfr.. ifg@r—a man  should
preserve from loss, his money cven by endangering
his life. wTfg fFa a:—prepared as it were to give
back. @ @ & §MERF @ TEA—it is beyond my power
to do your business. 12. ai@ifdF @wria:—should be
given the reward. 13. @ &g 7 sg@a@—could not
lose it.  16. ag 375d @ #—I thank you much. VIIL.
4. simimrEt 9 smEn—were not suspected. IX. 10. =@
3g=i At A@F wifi—please allow me to stay here. 12. @
g g A —do me the favour of entering the
house. ¥ gwar aa--keep ready the cooked drink. X.
2. ¥ 99 #wsd—another maid would have cried
aloud. 6. ¥ 7= w9 aA-—would keep the broth sim-
mering. 8. mae3: ®oA afa@—the plot proved fruitless.
9. waArdr T —was truly known, 11, d@rd aigte—
lest she should rouse them. ™ g gig—when
they went to sleep never to wake again. 17. @d
@ arad—should not suffer the remainder to remain.
@ sfead enaei—you should be on your guard. XI.
#: feami: z=d—appear friendly when it suits their
purpose. 4. @@ &7 #F@—I am in need of a shop.
6. fa: PrEpmfE qgvgi—behaved somewhat friendly
towards each other. 7. & safegan-—stayed talking.
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14, searg P sTedt—rose as if to depart. XII. 8. wwm
FEmai—would serve to amuse. 15, Ff 4 Fa—does
not fail to shine. #f®dFq F etc...aFr—with good-
ness. The stanza means—It is a duty of a man to
behave towards another as he does towards himself.
A dishonest person should be dealt with cunningly
and an honest person should be dealt with fairly.






Glossary of difficult words.

—— O

grmeaei—sudden death.

@R —without loss of
time.

RIS, m.—a physician.

AR —a charcoal-
burner.

a=R)  adj.——adjacent,
next.
adv.-Then, after that.

g adj.—slave for-
ever.

sgfag—wishing to per-
form.

g8 ind.~in pursuance of.

seg-ard—opitchy darkness.

¥ T:—a race, a line.

was—pure, honest.

sr—feces, filth.

@9 with I—to request, to
seek.

arE—expression of the
face.

A, adj.—a despera-
do, one reckless of his
life.

anfr-—anxiety.

#f—a shoe-maker’s awl.

giga—ady —facing  this
dircction,

FFART—generous.

sq@A—cl. 10.—to root
out, to pain extremely.

gty —disturbance,
convenience.

in-

gTerRt—an article of furni-
ture.

wEEATa-—bent upon a sin-
¢le object.

FoEa—Lknown by heart.

Fagz—consisting of how
many coins ?

wae—a work-shop.

F—q proposal, scheme.

FRETEd—accidentally.

weFa—a short space of
time.

-t —to some extent.

FeT—a measure of grain,

#1 f.-leather vessel for oil,
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F with #g—to prepare,
to cook.

Fem:—responsibility.

Far—wretched, poor.

F-F—to lead.

gfi £-harm, loss.

&a:—ruin, a house.

farq with att-to cut short, to
interrupt.

farg with @—to reduce, to
lessen,

giams—too young, infant.

@—silk. adj—made of
silk.

T caus.—to bespeak, to
indicate.

misgr—born rich.

ifF—a red mineral, .

W f—a cow, speech, an
organ of sense.

M m.—a bull.

FH—a mutitude.

a7 caus.~with f~to think,
to hesitate.

TR m.—a cobbler.

7% with 9-to set off.

amé—rashness, officious-
ness.

Afsd—a deed, feat.

g<—a whim, pleasure.

FEge—deceitful.

FgE—a mask.

Fg—Ilack.

S—entirety, the whole,

sret—gold.

frrar—search, quest.

ferdftiag—wishing to live.

FgT—to enjoy, to take.

a1 with stfe—to recognize.

1 with sf¥—to promise, to
vow, to declare solemn-
ly.

#H—a jump, a. leap.

ard—a vulture.

fife—vanished, out of
sight.

Ag—tin.

gee—difficult to guess, in-
conceivable.

I f—leather.

@ with $3-to expect, to
foresee.

fF—-a teacher.

gR#eE—a door-leaf.

gagfe—a  purse
money.

for



a7 with sifi-8—to deceive,
to over-reach.
with &f-to be present
or near.
with &-f-to prepare.
grafd f—a cigar.
A (a g F—to give
out fumes.
aw ind.—by name, surely,
falsely.
frmfly f—knavery, a trick.
f=—a store, a heap.
fgaw—an illustration, an
example.
=g m.—a driver.
fafs—carrying out.
fmtf caus~—to put out.
ifdaw—the same as, not
different, equal.
fem:—a hiding-place.
f:—prohibition.
ffm—cruel, merciless.
it f—a ladder.
# with 33-—to infer.
y3_with s—to do, to act.
qrefe:—the being guessed
by another.

2

af@E—a  possession, a
wife.

TReEREm—measurable.

Tigz—a leader.

gfrg—nhinder,
the back.

qrzd—skill, healthy condi-
tion.

e with sft—to wait
for.

gEmd—man’s efforts.

da@R—sweet and gener-
ous.

F#—open, known.

FRRGST—open, nhot con-
cealed.

J=FHIR—An assassin.

geEdi—a brother’s wife.

gfqafs f—a remedy, a
measure.

gfqsai—a promise.

ge—a. belief, conviction.

sensar—refusal,
tance.

gagd-convincing another,

gmid:—a precipice, cliff.

gaa—pleased, right, suit-
able.

lying at

reluc-
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saRE—a bag or purse.

geT:—an introduction.

se—bent towards, favour-
able to.

qE—a rampart, a wall,

Jeger—the funeral.

geA—sobbing.

age—iull of, replete.

@ adj—firm, strong.
ind.—yes.

‘g4 adj—in name only,
unworthy.

wrch—a king, the sun.

W with ® ¢l 10—to
observe minutely.

wferd—a leather bag.

4foem—a female slave.

¥—with 5—to be able, to
command, to have
mastery over.

yi@M—at a great profit,
profitably.

wogemt—a dagger, poniard.

aAfifid—the desired object,
desire.

agFE—the kitchen,

AA—a  small - quantity,

any potent medicine of
a particular shape.
art—{raud, deceit.
amEtE—a  false
chant.
ARSI f.—a proper name.
Art—search, inquiry.
gat—a leader.
gaer@—the corn-bag for
the horse.
qa=—capital, excellent.
Iq caus. with fag—to re-
venge, to pay back,
retaliate.
FRePre—perchance.
Fgg—grass, fodder.
FEAAE  plu—going  to
and fro.
I —as
possible.
F—the revolution of
an age.
W with 37—to stop, to die.
WEAd—a tonic, an invigor-
ating medicine.
¥F—palatable.
@A #.—a mark, sign,

mer-

accurate as
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g f—a growth or line
of trees.

gamEd f—a wax candle.

Fegt—actually, in fact.

gra—censurable.

greFaic—an oral discus-
sion.

fzwmfy (cl. 10 }—to mock.

fafra—formal, reqular.

fmfr f—a market.

frPm—the reverse of a
thing.

frarE (a g —to be
sad.

fgaEF—spacious, wide.

f31 with &—to sleep.
fm—a  particular, or
special feature.

. with 9% ¢l 3 U—to
serve as food.

39 with &1 caus—to win
over.

0 causal with B-TR-to
revolve in the mind, to
think over.

afem—a  raised piece of
ground, a dais.

afyFt—an incident.

‘ﬁ

a3, m.—a merchant.
sffed—hidden, intercept-
ed. *
aqfaR—distracted, uneasy.
Rer=r—a hill.
ft with s/@—to repent.
4 with sm—to obey.
dfmt—a share.
gm—a doubt,
risk.
FFaeqd—a meeting-place.
gag—prepared, ready.
gra—fulfilled, rich.
ag—at the same time.
ad—whole-heartedly.
ARF—vicinity.
ATZM—pompous, imposing.
AHEIT—Ccommon.
grefF—a  desperado, a
reckless fellow.
frgrd—who has gained his
object.
geyfifa—tried to be recol-
lected.
mile—brought by the Sun,
arrived at sun-set.
@asi—the god of rob-
bers.

danger,



wmE—fit to be stolen. gF¥—a vocative particle.
r-figi—to stop while g with seE—to eat.
walking. * ,» With 3@8—to deal.

&—affection, oil.

,» With s—to spealk.
v
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